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First Baptist Church of Snyder, Texas 
Constitution 

 
 
 This Constitution, in conjunction with the Bylaws of First Baptist Church of Snyder, Texas, 
a Texas Nonprofit Religious Corporation (the "Church" or “First Baptist Church”), governs the 
affairs of the Church.  The Church is organized under the Texas Nonprofit Corporation Act (the 
“Act”). 

 
This document contains the description and beliefs of the Church.  It is intended to be a 

dynamic document and will likely be revised as the church grows and takes on a greater scope of 
ministry.  Revisions will be made according to Article XI below. 
 
 

PREAMBLE 
 

Christ is the head of the church. Christ is the true source of all the Church is and does, 
and His glory is to be the objective of every act, function, and motive of the Body, both 
individually and corporately. The Body is to conform to His Word, thus carrying out His will to 
His glory.  That is the Body's reason for being (1 Cor. 10:31, Col. 1:18; 3:15-17, 1 Pet. 5:1-4). 
 

We, the members of First Baptist Church of Snyder, Texas, come together under the 
headship of Jesus Christ and for His purposes. This Constitution declares who we are as First 
Baptist Church of Snyder, Texas. 
 
 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND PRINCIPAL OFFICE 

 
 The name of this religious nonprofit organization is First Baptist Church of Snyder, 
Texas.  The principal office of the Church in the State of Texas shall be located at 1701 27th St. 
in Snyder, Scurry County, Texas.  The Council of Elders of the Church shall have full power and 
authority to change any office from one location to another, either in Texas or elsewhere.  The 
Church shall comply with the requirements of the Act and maintain a registered office and 
registered agent in Texas.  The registered office may be, but need not be, identical to the 
Church's principal office in Texas.  The Council of Elders may change the registered office and 
the registered agent as provided in the Act.  
 
 

ARTICLE II 
PURPOSES 

 
 A. The Corporation is organized and shall be operated exclusively for religious, 
charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Corporation’s purposes 
also include the limited participation of the Corporation in any other activities, including taxable 
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activities, but only to the extent the activities would be permitted by a tax-exempt organization.  
More particularly, but without limitation, the purposes of this Corporation are: 
 
  1. To promote the Christian religion by any appropriate form of expression, 
within any available medium, and in any location, through the Corporation’s combined or separate 
formation, of a church, ministry, charity, school, or eleemosynary institution, without limitation.    
 
  2. To ordain, employ and discharge ordained ministers of the Gospel, and 
others, to conduct and carry on divine services at the place of worship of the Corporation, and 
elsewhere. 
  
  3. To collect and disburse any and all necessary funds for the maintenance of 
said Corporation and the accomplishment of its purpose within the State of Texas and elsewhere. 
 
  4. To make distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended. 
  
  5. This Corporation is also organized to promote, encourage, and foster any 
other similar religious, charitable and educational activities; to accept, hold, invest, reinvest and 
administer any gifts, legacies, bequests, devises, funds, and property of any sort or nature, and to 
use, expend, or donate the income or principal thereof for, and to devote the same to, the 
foregoing purposes of the Corporation; and to do any and all lawful acts and things which may 
be necessary, useful, suitable, or proper for the furtherance of accomplishment of the purposes of 
this Corporation.  Provided, however, no act may be performed which would violate Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as it now exists or as it may hereafter be 
amended. 
 
 

ARTICLE III 
POWERS AND RESTRICTIONS 

 
A. Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution and in order to carry out the 

above-stated purposes, the Corporation shall have all those powers set forth in the Act, as it now 
exists or as it may hereafter be amended.  Moreover, the Corporation shall have all implied 
powers necessary and proper to carry out its express purpose.  The powers of the Corporation to 
promote the purposes set out above are limited and restricted in the following manner: 
 

1. The Corporation shall not pay dividends, and no part of the net earnings of 
the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its organizers, officers or other 
private persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to make 
payments and distributions (including reasonable compensation for services rendered to or for 
the Corporation) in furtherance of its purposes as set forth in these Articles.  No substantial part 
of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in 
(including the publication or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Constitution, the 
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Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by (i) a 
corporation exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws, or 
(ii) a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax 
laws. 
 

2.  In the event this Corporation is in any one year a "private foundation" as 
defined by Section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding 
provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws, it shall be required to distribute its income for 
such taxable year at such time and in such manner as not to subject the foundation to taxation 
under Section 4942 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding 
provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws; and further shall be prohibited from: (i) any act of 
"self dealing" as defined in Section 4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, 
or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws; (ii) retaining any "excess 
business holdings" as defined by Section 4943(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws; (iii) making any 
investments in such manner as to subject the foundation to taxation under Section 4944 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent 
federal tax laws; or (iv) making taxable expenditures as defined in Section 4945(d) of the 
internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent 
federal tax laws. 
 

3. The Corporation shall not accept any gift or grant if the gift or grant 
contains major conditions which would restrict or violate any of the Corporation's religious, 
charitable or educational purposes or if the gift or grant would require serving a private as 
opposed to a public interest. 

 
 

ARTICLE IV 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 
 Our doctrinal statement summarizes biblical truth that historically and doctrinally has 
been regarded as essential to the Christian faith.  
 
 
 
A.  THE SCRIPTURES 
 

We believe (a) in the plenary [equal or full] verbal inspiration of the Word of God, and 
(b) that both the Old and New Testaments are inerrant in the original writings and are the 
supreme and final authority for faith and life (Dt. 18:20-22; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21). 
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B.  THE GODHEAD 
We believe the Godhead exists in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These three 

Persons are one God having precisely the same nature, attributes, and perfections (Matt. 28:19-
20; Rev. 1:4-6). 
 
C.  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

We believe in (a) His eternal existence as God, (b) His Incarnation [taking on human 
form] and Virgin Birth, (c) His death on the cross as the substitutionary atonement for sin, (d) 
His literal, bodily resurrection from the dead, (e) His present ministry of intercession in heaven,              
and (f) His personal, future return to earth (Lev. 17:11; Matt. 24:29-31; Luke 1:30-35; Luke 
24:1-12; John 1:1-5; Rom. 8:34).  
 
D.  THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

We believe that the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Godhead, convicts men of sin, 
regenerates, baptizes, indwells, seals, and sets apart believers unto a holy life; that He keeps and 
empowers believers day by day; that He is the Teacher of the Word of God and the Guide for 
daily living (John 14:16-17; Rom. 8:9).  
 
E.  MAN 

 
We believe that (a) man was created innocent and pure, and (b) Adam fell through the sin 

of disobedience. Therefore, (c) all men are corrupted in body, soul, and spirit; and (d) all men 
need redemption (Gen.1:26, 6:5; Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 3:10-19; Eph. 2:1-3).  
 
F.  SALVATION 

 
We believe that (a) salvation is by grace, a free gift of God apart from works, (b) 

salvation involves repentance, a change of mind in respect to God and thus turning from one's 
own way to God's way, (c) salvation is through personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, (d) all 
who receive Jesus Christ are regenerated by the Holy Spirit and become the children of God, and   
(e) true salvation will be manifested by a changed life (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:16-21; Eph. 2:8-9). 
 
G.  THE FUTURE 

 
We believe (a) in the personal, visible, bodily return of Jesus Christ to earth, (b) in the 

bodily resurrection of the just to the eternal abode in the glory of God’s presence, and (c) in the 
bodily resurrection of the unjust to judgment and everlasting punishment in the lake of fire           
(Matt. 24:29-31; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 20:11-15).  
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ARTICLE V 
ORDINANCES 

 
We believe that believer’s baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper are the only 

ordinances of the church and that they are a scriptural means of testimony for the church in this 
age. These ordinances do not convey saving grace upon the recipient (Matt. 28:19; Luke 22:19–
20;      Acts 10:47–48; 16:32–33; 18:7–8; 1 Cor. 11:26). 
 
 
 

ARTICLE VI 
AFFILIATION 

 
First Baptist Church is autonomous and maintains the right to govern its own affairs, 

independent of any denominational control. Recognizing, however, the benefits of cooperation 
with other churches in world missions, First Baptist Church voluntarily affiliates with the 
Southern Baptist Convention in its national, state and local expressions.  
  
 
 

ARTICLE VII 
GOVERNMENT 

First Baptist Church, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the headship of Christ, 
voluntarily submits itself to a form of government that we believe is in accordance with 
scriptures. First Baptist Church has chosen to be congregationally ruled, Elder guided, Deacon 
served, staff implemented, and mobilized by ministry teams.  The congregation will by vote and 
participation have the final authority. The Council of Elders will guide First Baptist Church in 
Doctrine, Direction, Discipline, and Distinction. Deacons shall be ready to assist the Council of 
Elders in any service that shall support and promote the ministry of the Word and the care of the 
members of the congregation.  Staff members are defined as paid employees of the church, 
whether full or part-time. Staff are often the primary agents in the implementation of the various 
programs and ministries undertaken by the church (Col. 1:18, Heb. 13:17, Acts 20:24-28, 1 Tim. 
4:11-16, Acts 6:1-7). 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
OFFICERS 

 
The officers of First Baptist Church shall be the Council of Elders.  The Council of 

Elders will serve as the Board of Directors for the Corporation.  The Chairman of the Council of 
Elders will serve as the President of the Corporation.  The secretary of the Council of Elders will 
serve as Secretary of the Corporation.  These officers are set forth by the State of Texas and 
stated in the Articles of Incorporation.  
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ARTICLE IX 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
First Baptist Church of Snyder has chosen to be congregationally ruled where the membership 
has the final authority. However, the primary role of the church body is: 1) the coming together 
in the worship of God and equipping of the saints, 2) the loving, fellowshipping and caring for 
one another, and 3) the taking of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world (Eph. 4:11-13,  Acts 1:8; 
2:42-47, Heb. 10:25).   
 
 

ARTICLE X 
                MISSION 

 
First Baptist Church exists to know Christ and to make Him known. This statement is our 

expression of the great commission given by Christ in Matthew 28:19-20.  
 
 
 

ARTICLE XI 
AMENDMENTS 

 
Amendments and revisions to this Constitution must be presented to the congregation at 

least one week prior to a congregational meeting and approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority 
vote of those present and eligible to vote, in accordance with Article III, Section B of the 
Bylaws. 

 
 

ARTICLE XII 
 EMERGENCY POWERS 
 

An “emergency” exists for the purposes of this section if a quorum of the Directors cannot 
readily be obtained because of some catastrophic event.  In the event of an emergency, the Board of 
Directors may: (i) modify lines of succession to accommodate the incapacity of any Director, 
officer, employee or agent; and (ii) relocate the principal office, designate alternative principal 
offices or regional office, or authorize officers to do so.  During an emergency, notice of a meeting 
of the Board of Directors only needs to be given to those Directors for whom such notice is 
practicable.  The form of such notice may also include notice by publication or radio.  One or more 
officers of the Church present at a meeting of the Board of Directors may be deemed Directors for 
the meeting, as necessary to achieve a quorum.  Corporate action taken in good faith during an 
emergency binds the Church and may not be the basis for imposing liability on any Director, 
officer, employee or agent of the Church on the ground that the action was not authorized.  The 
Board of Directors may also adopt emergency bylaws, subject to amendments or repeal by the full 
Board of Directors, which may include provisions necessary for managing the corporation during an 
emergency including; (i) procedures for calling a meeting of the Board of Directors; (ii) quorum 
requirements for the meeting; and (iii) designation of additional or substitute Directors.  The 
emergency bylaws shall remain in effect during the emergency and not after the emergency ends. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
 
 I certify that I am the duly elected and acting secretary of First Baptist Church of Snyder, 
Texas, and that the foregoing Constitution is the Constitution of the Church.  This Constitution was 
duly adopted by the members of the Church on __________________________. 
 
 
DATED: ________________________ 
 
 
      By:                                                    
 
      Name:                                                    
      Title: Secretary of Corporation 
 

 

 
 


