
BELIEVE Week 6                                   October 4, 2015

I believe the church is 
God’s primary way to 

accomplish His 
purposes on earth

Key Verse
‘Speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to 

become in every 
respect the mature 
body of him who is 
the head, that is, 

Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:15

Daily Personal & Family Reflections 

• Morning Personal Reflections: (Mon., Nov. 9): The Church - A Family 
Family is a complicated word. It evokes all kinds of feelings. It was established by God (read Genesis 1:27-28; 2:18-25. 
Note: the creation accounts in the Genesis 1-2 are not told in chronological order. There is some overlap and repetition). In 
His sovereign wisdom God knew that human beings would function best in the context of family. The fall of man into sin 
certainly damaged the institution of the family, but family is still God’s idea and when it is done God’s way it is a tremendous 
blessing! Likewise, the church is the “family of God” on earth (read Galatians 6:10). It too can evoke mixed feelings; but 
imperfect as it is, it is still God’s idea. In His sovereign wisdom He knows believers function best in relationships in the 
“family of faith.” How committed are you to your local faith family? Ask God to give you an accurate assessment of yourself. 
Family Dinner Talk: How is the church like a family? What are the benefits of being actively involved in the church? 

• Morning Personal Reflections: (Tues., Nov. 10): The Church - An Incubator for Growth 
An incubator is a device designed to maintain an environment where embryos inside of eggs can develop and mature into 
healthy chicks. God wants every believer to grow to full spiritual maturity (read 2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 4:15-16). In His 
sovereign wisdom He designed the church to operate like an incubator. When it functions as He intended it maintains an 
environment where believers can grow and mature as disciples. This happens best through Holy Spirit-empowered, Word-
saturated, and prayer-soaked mentoring, teaching, training, accountability, exhortation, and discipline. We actually sharpen 
one another in our relationships in the family of God (read Proverbs 27:17). That’s why He commands us to stay vitally 
connected to a local fellowship (read Hebrews 10:24-25). Being a “Lone Ranger” Christian is self-defeating disobedience. 
Are you growing as a believer? Are you helping others to grow? Ask God to give you an accurate assessment of yourself. 
Family Dinner Talk: Why do we need each other to grow? In what ways does our church family help us grow? 

• Morning Personal Reflections: (Wed., Nov. 11): The Church - A Place to Serve Others 
Jesus was a servant (read Matthew 20:28). He lived to do His Father’s will and to serve His “sheep,” not Himself. We are 
never more like Jesus than when we are serving others in His name. To equip us for this task He gave each of us a unique 
mix of spiritual gifts, distributed by the Holy Spirit (read 1 Peter 4:10). We have the specific gifts that He ordained in the 
precise measure that He ordained them (read 1 Corinthians 12:7,11). They are not to be used for selfish ends, but rather to 
serve others and build up the body of Christ (read Ephesians 4:11-12). In fact, He ordained certain acts of service (good 
works) for each of us to do (read Ephesians 2:10). With these spiritual gifts come certain responsibilities. We are to 
dedicate them to God (acknowledge that they are His to be used as He determines); discover them (you can’t use what 
you don’t know you have); deploy them (put them to work serving others in HIs name); develop them (take what God has 
given and grow and mature in it); deflect them (deflect the attention from ourselves to others and the credit from ourselves 
to God). Are you using your spiritual gifts to serve others in His name? Ask God to give you an accurate assessment of that. 
Family Dinner Talk: Why is it better to serve than to be served? How can we serve others in the church? 

• Morning Personal Reflections: (Thurs., Nov. 12): The Church - Christ’s Body on Earth 
The human body has many parts; these parts function interdependently. Some parts are visible, others are concealed, but 
all are important. The body also has a head containing a brain (the central nerve center) that controls all the other parts. In 
the New Testament the church of Jesus Christ is referred to as the “body of Christ.” Read Romans 12:4-5 and 1 Corinthians 
12:12-27. Notice that the body of Christ is made up of many members functioning interdependently. Some parts, visible, 
other parts not so visible, but all important. Notice also that the body of Christ has a head (read Colossians 1:18). Headship 
carries the idea of pre-eminence, authority, leadership, and controlling power. When individual members are functioning as 
God designed, the body of Christ is healthy, vibrant, and fruitful. As an individual member of the body of Christ are you 
functioning as God intended? Ask God to give you an accurate assessment of that. 
Family Dinner Talk: What happens to a human body when one of it parts malfunctions? Why must every member of the 
body of Christ function properly? 

• Morning Personal Reflections: (Fri., Nov.13): The Church - On Mission With God 
Human beings love to be a part of something bigger than themselves. They will often sign up for special missions that, 
though dangerous and uncertain, have the potential to have a huge impact. Before time began God knew that Adam and 
Eve would fall into sin, plunging humanity and creation into a curse. He already had a plan in place to restore what had 
been marred by sin. This great mission is a redemptive mission. He is redeeming sinners, reconciling them to Himself 
through Christ (read Titus 2:11-14). Once He redeems us He commissions us to join Him in this great redemptive mission 
(read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21). Are you being a faithful ambassador for Christ? Ask the Lord to show you the truth about that. 
Family Dinner Talk: Can you think of a time when someone gave you a special assignment or mission to accomplish? 
How did that make you feel? How did you handle it? How does it make you feel to know that as a Christ-follower God has 
called you to join Him in His great mission to save the lost? How will you handle your mission? 

The Church
Core Belief

© DISCIPLE 2015 is a 
weekly devotional resource 
designed for First Baptist 

Church, Snyder, Texas. It is 
adapted by the FBC staff 
from various resources in 

BELIEVE by Randy Frazee, 
published by Zondervan.

How will God 
accomplish His plan?

Key Idea

Key Question

THINK - What do I believe?  
ACT - What should I do?  
BE - Who am I becoming?

DISCIPLE 
living what you believe
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